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Template for case studies 
�
Organisation 
(English) 

Fore Abbey Coffee Shop 

Organisation (in 
original language) 

Fore Abbey Coffee Shop 
 

Contact details 
Full Name 

Mrs Jane O’Reilly  
 

Job title Manager 
 

Address details 
 

Fore 
Castlepollard 
Co Westmeath  
Ireland 

Business Tel  +353 44 61780 
 

Mobile Tel  
 

Fax  
 

Email foreabbeycoffeeshop@ocean.net 
 

Web page address  
 

Legal Status of 
organisation 

Sole Trader 
 

Title of the Institution / 
Project in English 

 
Development of Tourist Facilities in Fore  
 

Title of the Institution / 
Project in Original 
Language 

 
 
 
 

Summary of Case 
study/project 
 

 

Organisations  
Concerned 
 

 

Case study/Project 
detailed description 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fore Abbey Coffee Shop is situated in the monastic 
village of Fore in the north part of County 
Westmeath.  Before 1996 discussions were 
conducted with Westmeath County Council and my 
husband with the acquiring of an old farm building 
adjacent to Fore Abbey.  The idea of providing tourist 
facilities for the increasing numbers visiting Fore and 
North Westmeath seemed what was needed.   
 
With the wonderful help from Westmeath County 
Council and a FAS scheme work began on the 
building in 1996.  Then in July 1998 the work was 



�
�

ECTN Case Study 2 of 3 

complete and so the Fore Abbey Coffee Shop was 
opened.  The building included a small coffee shop, 
public toilets and a tourist information point.  As it is a 
two storey stone building the ground floor is where a 
20 minute detailed film of the history of Fore is 
available for showing.  This area is also where the 
Annual Michael Walsh poetry readings take place 
every September, also many historical lectures, art 
exhibitions, children’s birthday parties and meetings.   
 
The Coffee Shop has made a remarkable impact on 
the Fore area in general, as many people are able to 
access information about the area.  Some who when 
visit may even decided to spend a night in Fore and 
explore the locality.  As home baking is a major part 
of the coffee shop, it is a great outlet for several local 
producers all year round.   
 
Each year the number of visitors to Fore is on the 
increase.  The season is short but seems to be 
extending more and more each year.  This is mainly 
due to the facilities, which are now available when 
people come to visit Fore.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Case study/Project 
detailed description 
cont…. 
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