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Template for Contact details (as per Microsoft Outl  ook)

Full Name Maria Vretemark
Job title Senior officer, project manager
Company Vastergodtlands museum

Address details

Street Box 253
City S-532 23 Slkara
State/Province Sweden

Zip/Postal Code
Country Region

Business Tel +46(0)511 26081
Country/Region
code
Area code
Local number

Home Tel

Mobile Tel
0046702232612

Fax
+46(0)51126099

Email maria.vretemark@vgregion.se

Web page address

www.skaramus.se
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Template for case studies

Contact details

Full Name Maria Vretemark
Job title Senior officer, project manager
Company

Vastergodtlands museum

Address details

Box 253
S-532 23 Skara
Sweden
Business Tel
+46(0)511 26081
Mobile Tel
0046702232612
Fax
+46(0)51126099
Email maria.vretemark@vgregion.se

Web page address

www.skaramus.se

Summary of Case
study

This case presents a mediate and research project.
The aim is to increase historical knowledge and
make this process public. The main activity is the
excavation of a medieval church ruin including a
surrounding churchyard, an late Iron Age/early
Middle Age farm and a medieval building in
connection with the Varnhem Cistercian monastery.

Organisations
concerned

Vastergotlands museum, Varnhem parish, Skara
municipal, Vastra Goétaland Region,
Sparbanksstiftelsen

Case study detall

Early Medieval Vastergotland — Varnhem before

the monks arrived

In the central parts of Vastergétland, there are a few
places where history is more present than elsewhere.
Varnhem is such a place. The still existing monastery
church, the ruins of the Cistercian monastery,
founded in the middle of the 12" century and all the
pre-Christian Bronze Age and Iron Age graves in the
landscape. The historical sources tell us about a
wealthy woman called Sigrid who gave away her
large estate to the monks about 1150. The
archaeological remains of this farm are still there, as
well as the ruin of the private family church believed
to have been built in the early 11" century.

The aim of this archaeological research project is to
increase knowledge about the period in Swedish
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history when the old pagan society transformed into
a Christian kingdom in line with the development in
the other parts of Western Europe. The excavation
is open to visitors and the results are mediated
continually to the audience as the work proceeds.
Large groups of tourists are visiting Varnhem today
and this means a good opportunity for the project to
add a new interesting dimension to the place and
make it even more attractive to visit.

Outputs Increased knowledge about the process of
Christianity in Vastergétland and about Iron Age and
Middle Age activities in Varnhem. Mediate
knowledge to a broad audience, and attract new
groups of visitors to a historical monument. The
outputs can be summarised as:
e about 15.000 visitors
» cooperation with 10 schools on different levels
» two major scientific excavations reports
* one publication written for a broader audience
» website where the project activities are
presented
* one open seminar on early Medieval
Vastergotland and the process of Christianity
» Exhibition on Vastergotlands museum and on
the cloister museum in Varnhem




